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2026 Livable Communities
Funding Availability
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Livable Communities Program

Celebrating 30 Years!

Incentive grant program to advance Imagine 2050 goals
for

N « Our region to be equitable and inclusive
* Our communities to be healthy and safe
« Our region to be dynamic and resilient

Livable Communities supports these goals by funding

capital and environmental cleanup projects that =

« Expand housing choices o

©

« Improve safety "

e * « Ensure everyone can meet their needs in their >
community 9
3
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2026 Livable Communities Participation

81 Municipalities

» Cities and townships
voluntarily enroll in the
Livable Communities
program

» Participating cities must
continue to meet program
requirements to remain
eligible to apply and draw
down funds:

« Consistency with comp
planning requirements

« Spending on affordable
housing-related activities

* Report on the housing
action plan

« Adopt a fair housing
policy
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2026 Livable Communities
Program Timeline

Council Council approves First round of Second round of
approved 2026 Funding awards awards and
2026-2027 Recommendation recommended to awards from
Program Council Minnesota
Design & Housing
: Applications due Consolidated
First round of o the Minnesota Second round of REP

applications due applications due

Housing recommended to
Consolidated Councill
RFP
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Livable Communities

Funding Accounts

Focus on outcomes not acronyms

The Livable Communities Act (LCA) establishes three funding
accounts:

 The Tax Base Revitalization Account (TBRA) may be used
to fund environmental site investigation and cleanup activities

 The Local Housing Incentives Account (LHIA) can be used
to help cities meet their local forecasted affordable housing
need and requires a local dollar-for-dollar match

 The Livable Communities Demonstration Account (LCDA)
is the program’s most flexible funding account and can be used
to advance the goals of the LCA and the regional development
guide, Imagine 2050.
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https://metrocouncil.org/Housing/Planning/Affordable-Housing-Measures/Allocation-of-Affordable-Housing-NEED.aspx
https://metrocouncil.org/Housing/Planning/Affordable-Housing-Measures/Allocation-of-Affordable-Housing-NEED.aspx
https://imagine2050.metrocouncil.org/

Sources: 2026 Livable Communities Fund

Availability
2026
Programmable FY2026 Anticipated
Balance Recommendation Ending
Balance
Base Revenue: TBRA $5,000,000 $5,000,000 $0
Base Revenue: LHIA $1,500,000 $1,500,000 $0
Base Revenue: LCDA $15,000,000 $15,000,000 $0
Restricted Reserve: TBRA $4,000,000 $1,000,000 $3,000,000 =
$5,000,000 + :
Unrestricted Reserve $10,000,000 $5,000,000 2026 interest 2
earnings :
$8,000,000 + o
TOTAL $35,500,000 $27,500,000 2026 interest 0
earnings
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2026 Livable Commun

Availability

Uses
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$200,000 $400,000 $500,000 $1,500,000 $5,500,000 $3,500,000 $12,400,000 $3,500,000 $27,500,000




Proposed Action

That the Metropolitan Councill
approve $27,500,000 for the
FY2026 Livable Communities
grant program, as described in
Attachment 1: FY2026 Livable
Communities Fund Availability,

to be administered per the
2026-2027 Fund Distribution
Plan.
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Emily Seddon

Manager, Livable Communities
Emily.Seddon@Metc.State. MN.US
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