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Trail System Coordination Workgroup
Purpose and Background

• Convenes planners from 10 implementing 
agencies and representatives from related 
organizations (DNR, MnDOT) to identify 
coordination opportunities for regional trails. 

• Created during Imagine 2050 planning process 
to assess existing policies and actions and 
consider new actions and guidance for regional 
trails

• Agencies expressed interest in continuing 
workgroup after policy planning process. 
oContinued trail coordination, implement work 

plan items.
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Trail System Coordination Workgroup
Imagine 2050 and Policy Plan Connections
• Related Imagine 2050 Regional Goals:

o Our region is equitable and inclusive
o Our communities are healthy and safe
o Our region is dynamic and resilient

• Related 2050 Regional Parks and Trails Policy Plan Objectives:
o Foster equity and belonging: Connect people with nature, community, and 

cultural landscapes to better support their physical, mental, and emotional well-being.
o Take care of what we have: Reinvest in existing regional parks and trails to 

maintain and enhance visitor experiences.
o Meet future needs: Meet the growing demand for regional parks and trails 

through strategic and timely land acquisition and development. 

• Related 2050 Policy Plan Policies:
o Planning: The Met Council will promote enhanced multimodal access to 

regional parks, regional trails, and the transit system
o Recreation, Facilities, and Programming: Bicycle and pedestrian facilities 

will be coordinated between the Regional Parks and Trails System and 
the transportation system
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Trail System Coordination Workgroup
Policy Plan Workplan Connections

• Continue to convene a trail coordination 
workgroup, supporting the development of a 
more coordinated, integrated, and connected 
regional trails system and Regional Bicycle 
Transportation Network.

• Create regional guidelines for e-bike use on 
regional trails

• Explore systemwide wayfinding and signage 
minimum requirements.
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2026 Workgroup Priorities
Workgroup Priorities

• Workgroup topics gathered from 2050 policy plan, 
2025 topics, and agency feedback.

Future Priorities
• Develop a name and brand for the regional trail 

system
• Create best practices documents to guide all 

agencies (e-bike regulation, wayfinding, design)
• Share lessons learned/project case studies
• Explore better connections between transit and 

regional trails
• Create better print/online maps of the system
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Regional Trail System Name and Brand

Naming and branding the system 
is a tool for creating a more 
cohesive and well-known 
system, securing more funding, 
and better marketing the system.
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How a Name/Brand Could Strengthen the System

Recognition
• More recognition of the 

regional system
• Easier to talk about
• System name = signature 

trail idea, could bring in 
more funding

Collaboration
• Partner with nonprofits to 

lead some of the work
• Partner with corporate 

partners for additional 
funding

Unified System
• Smaller agency workload

• System-wide wayfinding 
guidance

• System-wide design 
guidelines

• Outside vendor could 
host website
• Interactive map
• List of events
• System History 

(Grounded & Growing)
• E-newsletter

Benefits
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Example Regional Trail Systems

Circuit Trails
• Location: Philadelphia region

• Counties: Nine

• Planned Mileage: 860+

• Website: https://circuittrails.org/
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Example Regional Trail Systems

Carolina Thread
• Location: Western NC and Northwest SC

• Counties: 15 counties

• Mileage: 425 existing, 1,157+ planned

• Website: https://www.carolinathreadtrail.org/
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Example Regional Trail Systems

Singing River Trail
• Location: Northern Alabama

• Counties: Six

• Mileage: 200+ miles planned

• Website: https://singingrivertrail.com/
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How Do We Accomplish This?

• Name: Get outreach teams involved to explore launching a region-wide 
“Name the Regional Trail System” competition

• Branding: Work with a consultant or internally to develop a visual 
identity/logo for the named Regional Trail System

• Website: Develop a website that contains information about all of the trails, 
trail maps, upcoming events, links to each agency’s website, etc.

• Signage: Identify where signs will be placed. Potential for Met Council to 
fund the material cost of the signs if agencies are willing to install them.
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Spring 2026
• Work with Committee members and the Council’s 

Art+Policy/Outreach team to create a plan for community 
workshops

• Council staff will coordinate with each agency and their 
outreach team to set up/advertise community workshops

Summer 2026
• Host community workshops throughout the summer
• Select name by end of summer
Fall/Winter 2026/27
• Work with designer to develop logo/other branding 

materials/website throughout the winter
End of Spring 2027
• Tentatively print signage + launch rebrand

Next Steps + Timeline
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E-Bike Regulation Best Practices
Background and Context
• E-bikes have become a challenge to 

regulate on trails
• Not many regulatory language examples 

to pull from
• Not all agencies are ready to update 

their ordinances
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E-Bike Regulation Best Practices Introduction

Related Minnesota State Statutes

What Is an E-Bike? 

Additional Micromobility Devices Allowed on Trails

Micromobility Devices Not Allowed on Trails

E-Bike User Requirements

E-Bike Etiquette 

E-Bike Speed

Where E-Bikes Can Ride

Guidance for Reporting a Problem

Language to Avoid

Met Council Recommended E-Bike Regulatory Language
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14

Document Format
• Regulation Category + 

Background 

• Example Regulatory Language

• Summary of Trail System 
Coordination Workgroup and 
Met Council Staff discussion

• Met Council Recommendation
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Outcome
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Discussion
Discussion Questions
• What are your thoughts on naming and branding 

the regional trail system?

• What other strategies would be helpful in guiding 
good behavior on regional trails?

• What other topics do you think the Trail System 
Coordination Workgroup could focus on this year?



Zoey Mauck
Regional Trails Planner
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