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2026 Community tree planting Grants
APPLICATION in Word
Completing Your Application
All applicants will complete their application in Fluxx. If their organization has received Met Council grants in the past, someone will have an account and can add users. Learn more about using Fluxx and how to create an account in our Fluxx User Guide, available here.  
The rest of this document is a Word Document version of the application in Fluxx for reference when drafting application responses. This document should not be uploaded to the application. It is simply to help in drafting responses outside of the online grant system. 
Note: All character limits include spaces. 
General Information Page
1. *Project Title: (3-5 word title for your project)
2. *Contact Information
All contacts will be selected from a dropdown list of existing contacts in Fluxx or by selecting the “Add New” button to the right of the contact dropdown. These are individuals who will receive communication about your application and should have access to the application or grant in Fluxx. 
	Primary Grant Contact
	Contact information for the government staff person working on this application.

	Additional Grant Contact 1
	This user will have access to edit and submit the application as well as the grant, if awarded.

	Additional Grant Contact 2
	This user will have access to edit and submit the application as well as the grant, if awarded.

	Additional Grant Contact 3
	This user will have access to edit and submit the application as well as the grant, if awarded.

	Consultant
	Include if you have a consultant helping complete the application. (Will have access to edit but not submit.)


Grant Budget
Please enter your budget for the amount you are requesting. Reviewers are looking for a project budget that:
· Clearly supports the proposed activities and is both realistic and feasible
· Demonstrates applicant readiness to take on the project of the proposed scope
· Demonstrates a commitment to effective tree establishment and maintenance
NOTE: If you are awarded funding, the budget categories, amounts, and deliverables listed here will be included in your grant agreement. All changes to these project details need to be communicated. Adjustments between line items of up to 20% of the total budget are allowed without a formal amendment. Adjustments exceeding 20% of the total budget will require a more thorough amendment approval prior to reimbursement.

	Line Item
(add rows as needed)
	Budget Category
(select from the available options)
	Requested Amount
	Grantee Notes

	Enter brief line-item description
Ex: Example Contractor tree removal contract
	· Trees (materials)
· Planting supplies (materials)
· External labor only directly conducting site prep, planting and removal
· Equipment rental (up to $5,000)
	(Please only include whole dollar amounts)
	Ex: 37 trees @ $556 each

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	



1. *Budget Note: Provide additional remarks to clarify the budget request.
Explain how you arrived at numbers and how certain they are (Did they come from quotes or bids, recent similar work, etc.). Explain any costs that may raise questions. If this is part of a larger project, explain the project scope and describe other funding sources. (1,500 characters max)

Text entry

2. We commit to self-funding the 3-tree establishment plan as outlined in this application. (Grantees are required to commit to this expectation.)
· Yes
· No

3. What are your anticipated establishment and maintenance costs? 
These costs are not eligible for reimbursement by this grant and should therefore NOT be included in your grant request above. Grantees are expected to invest in the establishment and maintenance of planted trees but will not be required to report on these expenses.
Enter a number
Project Description
1. Project Summary 
A brief summary used to introduce your project to reviewers and in your grant agreement (1-3 sentences). (250 characters max)

Text entry 

2. Project Description
Provide a detailed overview (about a page) of what your project will include. (2,500 characters max) 
Please describe:
· Your community's need for grant funding
· Project deliverables, activities and location(s)
· Your goals or desired outcomes
· The importance of the project(s) to your community

Text entry
3. Funding Acknowledgements: We understand that Community Tree Planting grants will be funded by State of Minnesota GO Bonding Funds, General Funds, or a mix of the two sources.  We understand and have the ability to follow all bond fund requirements, including the submission of declarations or certifications on land where work takes place.
If you are unable to accept a mix of funds, you should not continue with the application. If you have questions about this, please reach out to Council staff.
· Yes
· No
4. We understand and have the ability to follow all bond fund requirements, including the submission of declarations or certifications on land where work takes place.
· Yes
· No
5. Enter your tree planting budget for your last three completed fiscal years. 
	Last Fiscal Year: number entry
	2 Fiscal Years Ago: number entry
	3 Fiscal Years Ago: number entry
6. Have you received other tree planting and removal grants in the past 5 years?
· Yes
· No
7. If yes, list the year, funder and amount of any tree planting grants you’ve received in the last 5 years. (500 characters max)
Text entry
8. Describe roles, responsibilities, and expertise on your project team or partners
Describe the duties internal personnel will conduct, and any work that will be contracted out, or the partnerships you will leverage to ensure this project’s success. List any known entities that you plan to work with. For each, describe their roles or responsibilities and what value or expertise they bring to the project. In particular, please describe who has expertise around tree selection, planting, removal, establishment and maintenance, or what specific qualifications you will require of contractors. (2,000 characters max)
Text entry


9. Communications
Briefly describe the methods you will use to conduct outreach to impacted residents about this grant project, including communications plans related to project activities/outcomes and community forest practices. (1,000 characters max)
Text entry
Expected Project Deliverables
A complete application requires you to enter your planned grant activities using our GIS Application Map. Please read the Project Location and Map Guidance document for detailed instructions on how to enter your planned tree planting and removal numbers by census block group (CBG). 
Your inputs will be aggregated to provide a total of your expected grant deliverables. These numbers will inform reviewers during the tiering and scoring process.
This must be completed before the application deadline.
Your Fluxx Application ID: 
(This will be generated and visible in Fluxx. You will copy/paste into the Application Map.)
GIS Application Map
Use the Reference Map and this planning table to prepare your deliverable data prior to entering it into the GIS Application Map.
	Block group number 
(add rows as needed)
	Block Group Nickname
	Priority area?
	# of trees planted
	# of ash removed
	# of other hazard trees removed

	Priority block group #: XXXXXXXXXXXX
	Ex: East End
	Yes
	
	
	

	Priority block group #: XXXXXXXXXXXX
	
	Yes
	
	
	

	Priority Totals
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Non-priority block group #: XXXXXXXXX
	
	No
	
	
	

	Non-priority block group #: XXXXXXXXX
	
	No
	
	
	

	Non-Priority Totals
	
	
	
	
	

	GRANT TOTAL
	
	
	
	
	

	Percent of total trees planted in priority areas
	
	
	


 
[Checkbox] I acknowledge that I clicked the GIS Application Map link and entered the required information. This checkbox must be checked to submit your application. Consider it your reminder to ensure you have entered your GIS Application Map data prior to submitting your application. 
Tree Canopy Health and Resilience
Please describe: (2,000 characters max)
· Current challenges for your community’s tree canopy
· How this project addresses these challenges
· Any removal and replacement of ash trees
· How this project will increase your tree species diversity
Text Entry 
Project Locations: Community Vulnerability
Complete this question even if your project does not serve census block groups in the 70th percentile or higher on the SDI. SDI is a measure approximating community vulnerability that includes five factors: income, persons with disabilities, education level, English speaking level, and life expectancy. You may choose to discuss additional vulnerabilities faced by residents near your project sites.
1. Describe how the project locations are targeted to serve vulnerable communities. (1,500 characters max)
Text entry 
2. Describe the tangible impacts for vulnerable communities served by the grant. (1,500 characters max)
Text entry
Climate Change Impacts
1. Describe how the project locations are targeted to address climate change impacts. Use data sources like the Extreme Heat and Localized Flooding layers of the GIS map as well as local understanding of neighborhood characteristics. (1,500 characters max)
Text entry 
2. Describe the tangible impacts for residents living in areas experiencing disproportionate climate impacts. (1,500 characters max)
Text entry
Certification
By checking this box you agree that you, the named applicant, have read the information presented in the application and that all information is correct to the best of your knowledge. As the named applicant you are responsible for the information presented in the application and agree that the application will be evaluated on the information you present. 
Attachments
Please use the provided templates and forms, save locally, and upload to your application.
1. *3-Year Establishment and Maintenance Plan - Use worksheet provided, save and upload as a Word Document or PDF.
2. *Intended Trees Species List (PDF) - Use worksheet provided.
3. *Project Timeline (PDF) - Use template provided, save and upload as a Word Document or PDF.
4. OPTIONAL: Project Detail Map(s) (PDF) - OPTIONAL: Further detail of project sites. Max 10 pages.

*Required questions
All character count limits include spaces.
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