






















THE CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS: 2040 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN & GOALS 

The DREAM strategies around the Blueline Extension align closely with the goals of the Minneapolis 2040 Comprehensive Plan, 
ensuring that growth is inclusive, sustainable, and equitable. Here's how: 

■ INCLUSIVE & EQUITABLE DEVELOPMENT: The emphasis on workforce goals, with the goal of a significant portion of local 
labor during planning, construction, and operations, directly supports the Minneapolis 2040 goal of eliminating racial and 
economic disparities.
By prioritizing local hiring and community-led investment opportunities, village and district developments should promote 
shared prosperity and ensure that economic benefits are distributed to the community that survived through the challenges 
and pain.

■ HOUSING SUPPORT & DISPLACEMENT PREVENTION: The strategies for rent freezes, property tax relief, and mandatory 
inclusionary zoning align with the plan's focus on increasing affordable housing and preventing displacement. These mea­
sures ensure that existing residents can remain in their neighborhoods, even as new developments, residents, 
opportunities, economic growth and infrastructure improvements upgrade the community.

■ SUSTAINABLE & RESILIENT INFRASTRUCTURE: The integration of advanced infrastructure, such as sustainable district 
power production (wind, solar, geothermal), underground utilities, and carbon-neutral activities, is in direct alignment with 
the Minneapolis 2040 emphasis on sustainable growth. The focus on expanding urban food production, tree planting, and 
landscaping also contributes to the plan's environmental sustainability goals.

■ TRANSIT ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT (TOD): Stations and mixed-use developments at the proposed node support the 
Minne­apolis 2040 vision of creating transit-oriented, walkable, and bikeable neighborhoods. These intentional pairings 
reduce car dependency, enhance public transportation, and promote accessible, high-density living.

■ PUBLIC SPACES & COMMUNITY CONNECTIVITY: The proposed l-94 Landbridge, creation of public squares and community 
gardens throughout the line are key components of the DREAM and align with the Minneapolis 2040 goal of re-connecting 
communities and creating vibrant public spaces. These projects will foster social cohesion, provide cultural and 
recreational opportunities, and improve access to natural environments.

■ ECONOMIC COMPETITIVENESS & WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT: The strategies to raise building heights, expand square 
footage along corridors, establish advanced manufacturing hubs, support local food production, and apprenticeships align 
with the Minneapolis 2040 goals of maintaining economic competitiveness and providing workforce development. These 
initiatives would create new business starts.job opportunities, attract investments, and support community development

TRANSFORMING TOWARDS A DREAM 

Workforce Goals: Meaningful local workforce participation from the local community during planning, construction, and 
operational phases of the Blue Line Extension will advance community wealth building. This focus on local hiring is intended to 
create sustainable job opportunities and economic growth within the community, fulfills a major commitment to the community 
and elevates the individuals as well as community's economic capabilities to live, work and play in the community. 

■ LAND BUY & GRANT BACK: To support the construction and expansion of the Blueline corridor, properties needed for the
project must be purchased at market rates by the responsible agency and once the project is complete, these properties
would be granted back to the original owners with the objective of fostering new development on the site, thereby reinvest­
ing in the community.

■ RENT FREEZE & DISPLACEMENT MITIGATION: To minimize involuntary economic displacement. rents for businesses and
affected residential properties should be frozen during the planning, construction, and the first year of operations. This
concept, inspired by the Destination Crenshaw project in Los Angeles, is designed to protect existing residents and business­
es from the financial pressures often associated with large-scale infrastructure projects.

■ PROPERTYTAX RELIEF &AFFORDABLE HOUSING: The plan includes providing property tax relief to ease the financial burden
on local residents. Additionally, mandatory inclusionary zoning ordinances should be instituted, ensuring a permanent
source of revenue to fund the preservation and creation of affordable housing. Potential funding mechanisms include a real
estate transfer tax or commercial linkage fees.

■ EVICTION PROTECTION: Just cause eviction control legislation must be enforced to protect renters from displacement due
to rapidly rising rents or changing ownership. This protection is essential to maintaining the community fabric and ensuring
that long-time residents can remain in their homes. If necessary, relocation resources must be provided to each family ensur­
ing their transition is as harmless as possible.

■ HEALTHCARE & HOUSING SUPPORT: The project should establish affordable healthcare plans supported by communi­
ty-sponsored funding, ensuring that residents have access to necessary medical services. Furthermore, support for afford­
able housing starts could be bolstered by a community investment fund, providing financial backing for the development of
new, affordable homes.
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NORTHSIDE BECOMESA VIBE ... 

The DREAM is brought to life through imaginative planning, inclusive investment, and innovative engineering. This approach should 
guide the development of Transit-Oriented Developments (TOD) projects and mixed-use districts that foster community connectivity, 
economic growth, and sustainable living. 

■ Creating the 'Village(s)' and Transit-Oriented Development Projects: Everything within 15 minutes? Yes. In order to have a 
high quality of life, feeling as if you have access to everything you need within minutes, is critical to any person's belief they 
live in a strong vibrant community.

■ In line with the West Broadway Alive plan, the transformation of areas such as RiverNorth (from Plymouth to 26th, east of 
Wash­ington to the river), Lynda le Crossing, and Davis/Hawthorne Crossing into vibrant hubs designed to provide the 
necessary ameni­ties for all residents confirms the belief that they live in a world class community.

■ The youth and family development hub at North Commons, as well as Penn/Five Points, would anchor critical entertainment 
and lifestyle development activities, creating nodes of activity that are well-connected to public transit

■ Serious consideration to create a joint facility between the Minneapolis Park Board and the YMCA to provide the best possible 
service for the community. The Minneapolis Public Schools should be involved in the development and use the facility year-
round.

■ Additional LRT Stations: The addition of BLE LRT stations at strategic locations, including the Davis Center and Washington & 

Broadway (RiverNorth) in response to partner and community feedback, will catalyze TOD opportunities, making it easier for 

residents and workers to access the village districts and promote sustainable, transit-friendly development.

■ Improved street lighting, wayfinding, and pedestrian amenities will hep connect people to the Penn Avenue Station and Capri 
Theatre and the new NEON site to the east.

■ To support increased density and development, district parking options could be constructed in key areas such as RiverNorth, 

Davis, and Penn/West Broadway. These areas could accommodate the parking needs of residents, visitors, and businesses, 

while also allowing for more developable space within the corridors..

■ The Davis Center has the space and need as the largest employer in North Minneapolis serving hundreds of employees and

visitors on a daily basis. The parking lot can be transformed into district parking for the corridor and add a pivotal point of Broad­

way, which would support a significant need throughout the corridor.

■ Five point hub anchors Capri and NEON along with other Five Point businesses are in desperate need of a parking solution.

Further, the area could support an additional mixed-use housing complex adjacent to the hub anchors.

■ Just one block west of the river, the new RiverNorth campus, an emerging manufacturing district, would provide new employ-

ment, commercial retail, and living opportunities adjacent to the river. 

■ Serious consideration should be given to the use of 2nd street as a connector between the North Loop neighborhood, and 

upper Harbor connecting through the New River North district. Amenities for pedestrians, bicycles, cars, and transit service 

should be explored.

■ Raise the Roof: Development along critical corridors could be intensified by increasing the numbers of floors for mixed-use

complexes and businesses. These buildings would maximize available space, creating opportunities for residential, commercial, 

and retail uses. To efficiently manage parking needs, these complexes should include underground parking or connections to 

nearby district parking ramps.

■ Building the l-94 Landbridge:

The creation of a landbridge over l-94, stretching north of Broadway to 22nd Avenue, would reconnect the community with the 

river, mending historical divides and fostering a sense of unity. This landbridge could become a public square, providing a vibrant, 

communal space that serves as both a physical and symbolic link between neighborhoods.
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